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INTRODUCTION 


Modern whaling is concentrated on the large whalebone 
whales including the large rorquals of the genus Balaenoptera 


(fin, blue and sei whales) and humpback Megaptera, as well as 
the largest of the toothed whales, the sperm-whale Physeter. 


There have been three phases of whaling from land stations 
in Newfoundland and Labrador. The first, lasting from 1898 to 
1915, saw the establishment of numerous shore stations and the 
heavy exploitation of the vulnerable blue and humpback whales 
(Table 1). Later whaling has been carried out from a few shore 
stations and has exploited largely fin whales with relatively 
small numbers of other species. A second pnase of whaling came 
between the two wars, with a break during tne Great Depression 
(Table 2). It is convenient to recognize a third phase beginn- 
ing during the second World War which lasted up to 1951 (Table 
3). A fourth phase of whaling began in Nova Scotia in 1964 and 
has now spread back to Newfoundland, being stimulated by the 
demand for meat for human consumption in Japan and for animal 
food in North America. Because of the importance of conducting 
this whaling on a rational basis this paper has been written in 
an attempt to outline what is known about the populations of the 
large whale species in the northwest Atlantic from past whaling 
statistics. 


During the first phase of whaling in Newfoundland and 
Labrador several biologists visited the whaling stations, among 
them Glover M. Allen, Frederick W. True and J. G. Millais. 

Their knowledge of whale movements and the knowledge of whaling 
men given to them is summarised in the paper of Remington Kellogg 
(1929). The history of whaling in Newfoundland and Labrador up 
to 1951 has been summarised briefly by tne present writer 
(Sergeant, 1953). 


Some knowledge of stocks of blue and humpback whales can 
be derived from catch statistics of the early phase of whaling. 
During the interwar period, not only were catch statistics less 
complete, but a good deal of pelagic whaling took place in the 
northwest Atlantic, e.g. in Davis Strait, at the same time as 
land whaling. With rare exceptions (e.g. in 1907) this was not 
the case for whaling at the turn of the century and following 
the second war only whaling from shore stations has been permit- 
ted in the North Atlantic under the scnedule of the International 
Whaling Convention. From 1946 up to 1951 rather complete 
statistics of shore station whaling have been available from 
which it has been possible to make some estimate of the sustained 
yield of fin whales for the Newfoundland and Labrador area. 


Whaling in Newfoundland and Labrador ended in 1951 for 
economic reasons rather than from depletion of stocks. During 
the period 1952 to 1963 intensive research on large whale 
species was not possible but sightings of species at sea made 
by observers from the Fisheries Research Board and other Canadian 
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Government and private agencies, and tabulation of strandings, 
provided some additional information on whale numbers and 
movements. It became clear that populations of the large 
whale species in the northwest Atlantic were building up to 
approach saturation, judging from the frequency of sightings 
close to shore, reports of whales feeding around fishing 
ships, natural deaths, and collisions with ships. Thus the 
present phase of whaling will be based on accumulated stocks. 
Present agreements by nations party to the International 
Whaling Convention prohibit catching of blue whales and hump- 
back whales in the North Atlantic up to the end of the whaling 
season of 1969, and such agreements may be renewed for five- 
year periods. Thus at the present time, catching is limited 
to fin, sei and sperm whales and smaller species of whales. 
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SPECIES STUDIES 


Fin whale Balaenoptera physalus L. 


In the first phase of whaling at Newfoundland blue and 
humpback whales were preferred to fin whales, and it is not 
likely that the catches of fin whales were high before figures 
for catch by species become available in 1903 (Table 1). The 
cumulative catch of fin whales from 1903 to cessation of 
whaling in 1915, extrapolating for years with data missing 
by smoothing from adjacent years, is about 4000. This is 
little more than the cateh of 3721 fin whales (at least) caught 
between 1940 and 1951, a period of only 11 years, at the end of 
which catches had not started to decrease (Table 3). Moreover, 
in the first phase, although the numbers of fin whales taken 
declined annually, catch per effort did not decline between 
1905 and 1915, i.e. the decline in catch of fin whales was the 
result of the gradual demise (apparently for economic reasons, 
(Risting 1922)) of one shore station after another. One wonders 
whether the fin whale was too fast a quarry for the average 
catcher during that period. 


From 1945 to 1951 whaling was carried out from two shore 
stations, Williamsport in northern Newfoundland and Hawke's 
Harbour in Labrador. Fin whales comprised over 90% of the 
catch of whalebone whales. Catches averaged 464 annually over 
this seven-year period and showed no decline. Was this, 
however, an excessive catch? Table 3 shows one straw in the 
wind: catches of sei whales were increasing in the last three 
years of operation. Tnis has frequently been a sign that the 
larger fin whale, ‘more desirable for oil, is becoming scarcer. 


Length frequencies for fin whales are available for the 
years 1944 to 1951. Those for 1947 to 1951 are shown in 
Figures 1 and 2, Table 5 shows a fall in the mean length of 
female fin whales, the larger sex, in 1950 and 1951. Not only 
was there a reduction in the number of large animals caught, 
but the percentage of under-sized animals in the catch rose 
eonsiderably (Figs. 1 and 2). This means that a scarcity of 
large fin whales tempted the gunners more highly to take 
under-sized animals. On the other hand, a fall in mean lengths 
especially of female fin whales in 1948 is associated with high 
eatch per effort at both stations. This suggests an influx of 
young animals, possibly associated with an incursion of warm 
water from the south, or a failure of feeding conditions further 
south. 


Table 6 shows catch of fin whales per catcher-day in 1947 
to 1951. No allowance is made for bad weather since information 
is not available, but periods when catchers were under repair 
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or used as towboats are believed accounted for. At both 
stations a high catch per effort occurred in 1948. Hawke's 
Harbour shows a steady and somewhat reduced catch per effort 
in the last three years, but Williamsport shows considerable 
fluctuations from year to year during the whole period of 
available data. 


Catches of fin whales from Hawke's Harbour and 
Williamsport in 1945 to 1951 came from much the same area 
in all months of catching, largely east of the stations but 
also in the Strait of Belle Isle, and within a catcher range 
which extended from 50 to 55°N. Figure 3 gives an example. 


Recent sightings (Table 7) extend this distribution a 
little further northward, to between 55 and 56°N (September 
1961) but there have been very few records of large rorquals 
further to the northward along the Labrador coast. 


The number of fin whales taken per week at Hawke's 
Harbour and Williamsport is shown in Figure 4. Fin whales 
were taken beginning in mid to late June. Heaviest catches 
were obtained from late July to early October. The end of the 
season came variably from mid-October. to mid-November. 


A sighting of rorquals off Funk Island, Newfoundland in 
October, 1950 confirms a southward movement at this time. 
Winter records around Newfoundland are few but there are a 
number of reports in March and April, some of them among or 
very close to the drift ice, on both eastern (Avalon Peninsula) 
and western coasts of Newfoundland. These include a group 
forced ashore by ice in St. George's Bay in March, 1959 (Table 


° 


The food of fin whales was largely composed of krill 
(presumably euphausiid crustacea) and capelin Mallotus 
villosus. Krill was usually taken early in the season, being 
largely replaced by capelin variably between late June and 
late July. However, animals taken at Williamsport showed 
some krill taken throughout the season in 1947, and up to 
early August in 1948 and 1949. Capelin was by far the dominant 
food, being found in 88.8% of stomachs having food remains at 
Williamsport, and 92.8% at Hawke's Harbour. Data are not 
available for 1950 but the inspector at Williamsport reported 
many empty stomachs, while feeding at Hawke's Harbour was 
reported excellent. In 1951, both stations reported a high 
percentage of empty stomachs, 34.5% at Hawke's Harbour and 
39.6% at Williamsport. Other food items were also reported 
for the first times: squid in 2 stomachs at Williamsport, and 
lantern fish in 14 stomachs at Hawke's Harbour, taken in late 
August and September. The species of lantern fish were 
identified by Mr. J.M. Lambert, formerly of the St. John's 
Biological Station of the Fisheries Research Board from 
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collections made by whaling inspector Mr. R.L. Stevenson: 


There were Myctopnum punctatum and probably Notoscopelus 
elongatus (Lampanyctes resplendens). 


The food of fin whales captured in 1965 off Blandford, 
Nova Scotia was almost invariably euphausiids. At George's 
Bank, in the Gulf of Maine, in October 1960, the writer 
observed fin whales in the vicinity of spawning herring. 
These observations agree with those of M&rch quoted by 
Kellogg (1929) to the effect that the distribution of fin 
Whales in the North Atlantic depends on the seasonal 
appearance of plankton, capelin and herring. 


The mean lengtno of fin wnales that were taken off 
Nova Scotia in 1964 was as follows: 


Number Length in feet 

Range Mean 
Males | ik 50=62 55 
Females 32 52-63 Be. 


This is a lower mean length than occurred off northern 
Newfoundland and' Labrador, in part due to the lower legal 
length limit of 50 feet for Nova Scotia at present as against 
55 feet for the earlier whaling. A greatest length of 32 
females at Nova Scotia in 1964 of only 63 feet, and from a 
sample of 43 females in 1965--65 feet, confirms this picture 
of small-sized animals at Nova Scotia. Thus it might be 
possible, as Sergeant (1963) found for minke whales off 
eastern Canada that the largest animals migrate further to 
the north. However, in this case the more southerly-occurring 
animals would be oceans In fact, the Nova Scotian catch in 
1965 included 17/43 or 39.5% pregnant females as examined 
thoroughly by Mr. ©. Nicol of the Arctic Station staff, while 
catches of pregnant females at Hawke's Harbour in 1950 and 
1951 when a Fisheries officer was present were respectively 
78/211 or 37.0% and 92/273 or 33.7%. Thus, Nova Scotian 
catches do not appear, at first analysis, to contain a lower 
percentage of mature animals. Moreover, some mature females 
taken at Nova Scotia in 1965 showed high counts of corpora 
lutea in the ovaries, indicating an advanced age. Tentatively, 
I consider that the evidence points to relatively distinct 
stocks oceurring off Newfoundland and Nova Scotia in summer, 
the southern stocks being composed of smaller-sized animals. 
This hypothesis requires testing in the future by comparison 
of age-length curves for the two areas, and by marking 
experiments .. 


Of the migrations Kellogg (1929) wrote as follows: "On 
the northward migration large numbers of finbacks have appeared 
in the Gulf of Maine early in March. Other good sized schools 
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have been observed in May and June. Finbacks approach the 
south coast of Newfoundland as early as June. Off tne northern 
coast of Newfoundland and Labrador they appear in mid-July 

and are most numerous in August. An unusual abundance of 
finbacks was noted on the Grand Banks near Newfoundland on 
July 13, 1885. They are common summer visitors to Davis Strait 
and the cod banks off the west coast of Greenland." He writes 
furthers: “Southwell is the authority for the statement that 
the finbacks leave the Newfoundland coast in October, and yet 
Millais was informed by whalers that numbers of humpbacks, 
finbacks, and blue whales winter among the field ice on the 
Grand Banks off Newfoundland. It would seem that the summer 
feeding grounds of some of the finback and blue whale herds 
may be occupied during the winter months by those that have 
spent the summer in the far north." 


The observations from Dutch merchant ships analysed by 
Slijper et al. (1964) show the existence in summer of rorquals, 
presumably including many fin whales, at relatively low ... 
latitudes (30-40°N.) in the North Atlantic, and Slijper also 
inclines to the view that more southern stocks exist, though 
these observations throw no light on the numerical abundance 
of the more southern stocks. 


The southward limit of finbacks on the eastern coast of 
North America is indicated by a single stranding in Florida 
ee 1953) and four in North Carolina (Caldwell and Golley, 
1965). 


Interconnection of North Atlantic fin whale populations 
can only be demonstrated by marking. Thus the origin of fin 
whales visiting Davis Strait in summer is unknown; but it 
seems most likely that they would come from the Labrador Sea 
since the sightings summarised by Brown (1958) show that there 
are rorquals in mid Atlantic. 


Catches at Norway and at Iceland are instructive since 
as Jonsgaard (1958) showed, heavy catching at land stations 
in west Norway and the Faeroes after 1945 eventually resulted 
in a decline of catches, while there has been no decline at 
the one Icelandic station located in the northwest of the 
island. This shows that there is not much east-west dispersal 
between different fin whale stocks in the area. 


It is interesting to note that the Icelandic catching 
effort has been deliberately restricted by the Government of 
that country, and that as a result catches have not decreased 
and catch per effort has remained at a good level now for 15 
years (Jonsson, 1965). From 1948-1964 the mean annual catch 
has been 378 whales, of which 236 were fin whales, followed by 
sperm, sei, blue and humpback whales in decreasing order of | 
importance. Iceland ratified protection of humpback whales in 
1955, and of blue whales in 1960. 
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Sei whale Balaenoptera borealis Lesson 


Sei whales were taken from Williamsport and Hawke's 
Harbour in small numbers, in the main catching field east of 
the stations. Figure 5 shows dates of catches. It can be 
seen that sei whales were caught only in the latter part of 
_the season. Food recorded was capelin in 26 stomachs, krill 
in 6 stomachs. There are no recent sightings identified with 
certainty as sei whales, and no strandings. Kellogg (1929) 
wrote: "Millais was informed by Captain Nielsen that sei 
whales made their appearance in August and September on the 
south coast of Newfoundland and that large numbers were 
observed in Placentia Bay in August, 1903. Sei whales have 
been taken along the east coast of North America from Florida 
to Labrador." 


Andrews (1914) quotes the same and later reports and 
concludes that the abundance of sei whales off southern 
Newfoundland in 1903 was an extraordinary phenomenon, 
comparable with the invasion of the waters around Finmark 
in 1885 when the whaling station there took large numbers 
of sei whales. Since sei whales, however, were not sought 
after by the whalers in Newfoundland at the turn of the 
century, the evidence cannot be considered conclusive. 


Blue wnale Sibbaldus musculus L. 


Catches in the early period show a sharp decline in 
numbers and equally in catch per unit of effort, in so far 
as this can be measured. Effort is measured in station- 
years, since the number of catchers is unknown, (Tables 1 
and 8), Over the period 1903 to 1915, when almost complete 
statistics are available, the total number of blue whales 
caught in Newfoundland was approximately 1169. For the 
period 1898-1902 only total catch figures are available, 
and the catch (see Table 1) totalled 984 animals, of which 
about 300 may have been blue whales. This would give a 
total catch of blue whales in the early period of close to 
1500. According to Risting, whaling was also carried out 
at Seven Islands, Quebec from 1911 to 1915, and in this last 
year the catch of 84 whales included 28 blue whales, so that 
the species had not been exterminated in the Gulf area. 
Nevertheless, the accumulated catch can be taken as a first 
approximation to total population of blue whales, which on 
this basis was in the region of 1500 animals. The sustained 
yield from such a population would likely not exceed 75 
animals. 


Figure 6 shows sites from which catches of blue whales 
were made in the early whaling period, where such figures are 
available for separate stations. It can be seen that catches 
were considerably greater on the south and west coasts of 
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Newfoundland than on the east coast of Newfoundland and 
Labrador. 


Figure 7 shows locations of catches of blue whales in 
the recent whaling period, since 1940. Catches at Rose au 
Rue, Placentia Bay resemble those in the early period. From 
Hawke's Harbour and Williamsport, catches were made very largely 
in the Strait of Belle Isle and northern Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
with relatively few east of Newfoundland and Labrador.- In this 
they agree with the early period. Figure 5 shows that this 
catching was concentrated early in the season, in June and 
July. The food of blue whales caught was invariably reported 
as krill, never as capelin. Jonsgaard (1955) with access to 
the same data discussed these features and noted another catch 
concentration which took place from pelagic factories in Davis 
Strait in 1929-34. He thus considered it likely that a 
substantial proportion of the Newfoundland blue whales migrated 
northward through Davis Strait to waters west of Greenland. 


-, Kellogg (1929) writes as follows: “Blue whales ... off 
the North American coast frequent the ice=-chilled Nova Scotian 
current and the icy water that flows from the St. Lawrence as 
well as that which owes its origin to the Labrador Current, but 
blue whales have been stranded as far south as Ocean City, New 
Jersey ooo. Blue whales are rare visitants to the New England 
coastal waters but as early as February they have been observed 
migrating eastward off the coast of Newfoundland .... On March 
1, 1903 Captain Nielsen (Millais, 1906, p. 253) saw over 200 

at intervals between Banquereau and St. Pierre Bank off 
Newfoundland. Blue whales are fairly common in March off 
Newfoundland and occur also in the Gulf of St. Lawrence after 
the ice goes out. From June to mid August they follow the 
"krill" but a few return in late August and small numbers stay 
until after November. From Marea te November blue whales are 
found off the west coast of Greenland, generally south of tle 
Arctic Circle.” 


Sight records of blue whales during recent years are few, 
since the species is not readily recognized by otner than 
whaling men. There are however, three recent strandings, two 
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence; and the third at Sable Island 
(Table u). ; 


A rorqual photographed from the air off the Nova Scotian 
coast by the Royal Canadian Air Force was identified from the 
photograph as a blue whale by Dr. M. Nishiwakis the position 
was 42°21'N, 60°07'W and the date 10 September, 1962. In 
summer 1965 whaling crews reported blue whales to be not 
uncommon on: the fin whale grounds off Blandford, Nova Scotia 
in summer. 
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Humpback whale Megaptera novae-angiiae (Borowski). 


Figure 8 shows location of catches of humpback whales 
in the early and recent whaling periods. Humpback whales 
appear to have been distributed round all coasts of Newfound- 
land. Figure 5 shows catching dates for the modern period. 
Catches were most numerous off northern Newfoundland and 
southern Labrador from July to September... The food was recorded 
as krill in 5 stomachs taken in June and July and capelin in 20 
stomachs taken throughout the season beginning in late June. 


Since the species is tame and easily recognizable, modern 
Sightings are numerous and are shown in Figure 9. For the 
winter months November to April sightings are few and are 
practically confined to the Laurentian Channel and southwest 
edge of the Grand Bank. The wintering of humpback whales in 
this relatively northern area was recorded previously by 
Williamson (1964). During the summer months May to October 
humpback whales have been recorded in more coastal waters, 
reaching close to shore in the southern Gulf of &t. Lawrence, 
the St. Lawrence estuary, and southern and eastern Newfoundland. 
Most numerous sightings have come from the fringes of the Grand 
Bank (Figure 9) where greatest numbers sighted in any one 
concentration have been 100 to 150 (Table. 9). In 1959 a herd 
of this size appeared to move from the soutnern edge of the 
Bank in late June to the southeast shoal in late July, but 
was not traced further. In 1963, however, a large nerd had 
reached the northeast shelf of the Newfoundland coastal area 
by mid June. Some animals appear to move round the eastern 
edge of the Grand Bank and some through the Avalon channel, 
but there is a dearth of records for the Bank itself. The 
continued movement northward of at least some of these animals 
is indicated by the catches from Williamsport and Hawke's 
Harbour (Figure 8). One stranded humpback whale is recorded 
from Gaspe (Table 4 and Figure 9). 


As to the number of humpback whales occurring in the 
northwest Atlantic, early catches around Newfoundland give a 
cumulative total very close to that for blue whales, namely 
about 1500 whales (Table 8). Without better knowledge of 
dispersal, it cannot be said how wide an area would be 
inhabited, at one time of year or another, by such a population. 
Catching of small numbers of humpback whales took place in 
recent years in Baffin Bay and Davis Strait by the Greenland 
Administration, and according to Kellogg (1929) humpback 
whales also spend the summer off the New England coast. The 
species, like the blue whale, is presently receiving total 
protection in the North Atlantic. 
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Sperm whale Physeter catodon L. 


Males only were taken off Newfoundland and Labrador in 
the modern period. lLocations and dates of catch show that 
sperm whales were taken over the whole catch field and 
principally in the period from early August to early November. 
Food items recorded were very various, including capelin, cod, 
erabs, halibut, squid, wolffish and a “small black fish." 


Right whale Eubalaena glacialis (Borowski) 


While the species has been rare and protected for many 
years a specimen was taken in error from a Newfoundland shore 
station in September, 1951. A stranded specimen is recorded 
from the Gulf of St. Lawrence in October, 1954 (Table 6), and 
an animal probably of this species was sighted in Dildo Arn, 
Trinity Bay, Newfoundland in July, 1959. Whaling men at 
Blandford, Nova Scotia saw specimens on the whaling grounds 
in May, 1965. The species is seen now in fair numbers in New 
England waters, but has not yet been observed alive in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence where it seems to have been common in the 
past (Allen, 1908). Possibly increase in population would 
expand the summer range, which, according to Allen, formerly 
extended north along the Labrador coast to Resolution Island. 


SUMMARY 


l. The fin whale is the most numerous and widely distributed 
species available to the whaling industry in the north- 
west Atlantic. Whaling in northern Newfoundland and 
Labrador in 1945=51 took nearly 500 annually and there 
were Signs of incipient over-nunting before the industry 
ceased for reason of low oil price. These signs were 
(a) an increased catch of the less valuable sei whale 
(b) a fall in mean lengths of female fin whales 
(c) an increase in the catch of under-sized fin whales 
in later years of operation. Thus the sustained yield 
in this area may be of the order of 400 fin whales per 
annum. 


ae Stocks of fin whales presently hunted off Nova Scotia 
in summer appear to be smaller-sized, feed on euphausiids 
rather than capelin, and may be relatively distinct from 
those summering off northern Newfoundland and Labrador. 
The literature (largely based on sightings) also favours 
the hypothesis that more northern (cold-adapted) and more 
southern stocks exist, their distributions being dis- 
placed northward in summer and southward in winter. This 
hypothesis, however, must be tested by tagging. On the 
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European side of the North Atlantic, catching history 
demonstrates little east-west mixing of fin whale stocks. 


Stocks of blue and humpback whales were decimated early 

in the century around Newfoundland, cumulative catch 

totals for that period of hunting suggesting a population 
figure of about 1500 for each species. Blue whales are 
certainly not uncommon at the present time, but the species 
is an elusive one which may undergo long migrations. 
Humpbacks are a relatively common species at the present 
time and some knowledge is available of the seasonal 
movements of the species in the vicinity of the Grand 

Bank. 


Sei whales are absent in the cold waters off northeast 
Newfoundland until late summer, and there are suggestions 
that fluctuations in abundance occurred off southern 
Newfoundland from year to year in the past. 


Adult male sperm whales enter the northeast Newfoundland 
shelf area where their food is largely benthic fish. 


The small but increasing population of right whales 

known in New England waters has been traced as far north 
as off eastern Nova Scotia, but so far only scattered 
records exist further northward, the inference being that 
the species has not yet recolonized the northern part of 
its former range. 
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Table 1. Catches of Whales in Newfoundland and Labrador, 
1898 to 1915.* 


Whales Whales per station 

Year Stations Blue Fin Hump Sei Sperm Total All species Fin 
1898 1 47 “7 

1899 L oo 95 

1900 AF Lib Lh 

1901 a 258 129 

1902 3 473 158 

1903 - 225 345 287 - L 858 215 86 
1904 14 264 690 281 - d 8» 1285 91 50 
1905 14 263 460 161 2 6 892 50 26 
1906 18 96027232958 12 + 429 33 2 
1907 13 481 4.0 

1908 12 26 345 ak = 3 396 Lb 38 
1909 9 48238532879 12 Ly 518 58 43 
1910 9 384 

1911 24 = 335 

1912 10 61 198 22 = 5 289 29 20 
1913 8 L215 6 We i7 222 28 20 
1914 6 5 142 iB ws a 161 28 au 
1915 3 - 115 5 = 19 139 LO 38 


* Data from International Whaling Statistics II and Annual 
Reports of Newfoundland Fisheries Board. 
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Table 2. Catches of Whales in Newfoundland and Labrador, 
1918 to 1939. 


Whale : 
Year Catchers Blue Fin Hump Sei Sperm Others Total 


1918 2 101 
1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 2 -- 66 -- 1 70 
1924 2 12 4 16 -- 8 180 
1925 3 Be. 2904. 35 ye 10 331 
1926 3 WO 3292 18 3 wo 360 
1927 5 D5 O85 88 9 8 363 
1928 7 58 3560 21 23 48 508 
1929 3 33. 33%3 11 3 11 382 
1930 5 22 On? 7 1 8 get 
1931 NO WHALING 

1932 NO WHALING 

1933 NO WHALING 

1934 NO WHALING 

1935 3 4 156 9 13 16 198 
1936 3 20 W467 10 2 14 Ps 192 
4937 5 Be 3S S 7 19 2 483 
1938 NO WHALING 

m7 39 2 oo elie 4 2 13 144 


Data from International Whaling Statistics II, XV. 
a) Right Whale. 
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Table 3. Whaling in Newfoundland and Labrador, 1940 to 1959.” 


Whales 
Year Catcners Blue Fin Hump Sei Sperm Total 
1940 - 1 64 = 7 6 78 
1941 1 2 63 3 2 - 70 
1942 1 4 62 4 - jal 
1943 2 (1p (510 e (2) (-) (-) 152 
1944 4 5 231 10 1 17 264 
1945 6 Ll 346 9 5 22 393 
1946 6 Le 502 5 = val 529 
1947 7 ie ae bh 6 4 oly, L55 
1948 9 57 672 14 Ly 14 760 
1949 6 30 425 1 23 53 542 
1950 fs 16 408 16 if 2g 485 
1951 10 24 483 29 39 12 587 
ee = = l 1 : = oi 
e903 - ~ iE = = = 1 
1954 = = = - - - = 
1955 = PROTECTED 2 - - - 2 
1956 ab a 2 ~ 2 13 22 
1957 1 _ 23 ~ 5 14 42 
1958 Bh Z 55 Le - f) 66 
1959 A ; 14 = 5 if 20 


Data from International Whaling Statistics XXI, etc. 
Details for 1 station of e. 


Casual whaling only for large species by small-whale 
catchers, 1952-55. 
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Table 4. Strandings of large whales on the eastern Canadian seaboard, 1954 to 1964. 


Date 


October 1954 


February 1958 


Octe 25-26, 1958 
March 1959 

July 20, 1960 
Nov. 30, 1961 
Auge 20, 1962 
Nov. 15, 1962 
June 5, 1964 


Locality 


Pugwash,Ned-« 


Sable I., 
Neo e 


Stanhope 
Beach, 
j i ed ee 


St. 
George's Bay 
Nfld. 


Lang lade- 
Miqualon 


Chandler, 
Gaspe, Que. 


Pte, aux 
Peres, Que. 


Htang des 
Caps, 
Magdalen Is, 
Que. 


L'Anse a 
Beaufils, Que 


Coordinates 


NeLat. and W.Lo 


1.5052! 


yh 


46°25) 


4.8 30! 
479 


4B°25! 


48°30! 


4.79251 


4B°25! 


532 


58°30! 
pooes' 


64050! 


68°30! 


O95" 


64°20! 


Species 


Right 
Whale 


Blue 
Whale 


Fin 
Whale 


lant in 


Whales 


Fin 
Whale 


Humpback 


Blue 
Whale 


Fin 
Whale 


Blue 
Whale 


Dimensions etcs 


35 2 UGenee 


"89 - 90 ft.” 


50 (ite 


Stranded by 
ace 


72S tee 


50 ft. 


Vos) DP Uy 


65 ft. 


74 ft. 


Informants 


Drs Be es 
Fisher 


Mrs George _ 
McAlpine per ~~. 
Dr. H. De * 
Fisher and 

Dr, AS We 
Mansfield. 


Hon. J. Angus 
McLean 


Mr. George 
Rendall, per 
Mr. Bruce 
Woodland 


Mr. Henry 
Collins per 
Drs. wa Ox 
Moore.» 


Dr. P. Brunel 


Mont Joli 
Police Dept. 
photo 


Mr. La Rowdon 


Dr. P. Brunel 


ret tert 


2° @ 


, 
vy & 


ot 


7 


Sond 
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D. 


Ny, 
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Table 5. Mean lengths of fin whales in feet. 


Year Males Females 
1944 Bie oe oe at 
1G55 5 32 nee 
1946 59.3 e2,0 
194-7 60.0 63.4 
1948 59.1 61.6 
1949 58.4 62,3 
1950 58.1 60.6 
1951 576 59.3 
Overall 58.70 61.54 


Maple 6, Gatch and effort data for fin whales. 


Hawke's Harbour Williamsport 
Year Catcher- Fin Fins per Catener Fin Fins per 
Days Whales Catcher-Day Days Whales Catcher-—Jay 
1947 420 264 O.63 296 150 Os.5L 
1948 L65 389 0.84 320 278 0.87 
1949 540 248 0.46 305 Lae 0.58 
1950 612 275 O45 250 133 0.53 


1951 665 296 O45 220 187 0.85 
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Table 8... Cumulative catch and catch per unit of effort of 


Year 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
‘1909 
1910 
1911L 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 


blue and humpback whales for part of the early 
whaling period, 


Cumulative Catch of: Catch per Station-Year 
Blue | Humpback Whales geese 
225 287 56 72 
489 568 ~ 20 
752 eg Le) 9 
848 787 7 
909 828 _ e 
935 852 3 5 
983 Pol 5 ) 
1035 wes e “s 
LOol LO32 = - 
Lae 1054 6 2 
1164 1062 2 1 
1169 1075 is e 
1169 1080 O 2 


# Catch figures for 1907, 1910 and 1911 were estimated by 
smoothing from years immediately before and after. Catch 
figures for 1898-1902 are not available and a crude 
estimate must be made from total catch and added to the 
cumulative catch obtained (see text). 


Table 9. 


Year Date 
1959 June 5 
1959 June 21 
1959 July 10 
bg59 48=s July 13 
2959 duly 13-17 
1959 July 25- 
map 
1962 June 15 
1962 Sept. l 
1962 Oet. 3 
1962 GEGs. Ls 
1963 June 13 


Lat. 
43°10! 
hooks! 
2K 5k 
43°37 1 
44013! 


4413! 


46°35! 
48°02! 


48°09! 


42050! 
bge2k | 


Long » 

49°38! 
50°30! 
50°29! 
4o°23e' 
Lgohy ! 


gol 


47°20! 
48°50! 


4856! 


507! 
519324" 


Locality Numbers 


S.Edge 
S Hdge 
S .dge 
S Edge 


Sele 
Shoal 


S ale 
Shoal 


B Bdge 


NB. 
Shelf 


Th gs » 
Shelf 


S Edge 


NBs 
Shelf 


1 
100-150 

20 

ui 


Unstated 


100-150 


a 
20 


LOO 


Recent sightings of humpback whales in the 
vicinity of the Grand Bank. 


AT. Cameron 
AT. Cameron 
A.T. Cameron 
A.T. Cameron 


A.T. Cameron 
A.T. Cameron 


AsT. Cameron 


Cyrus Field 


Cyrus Field 


AT. Cameron 


Sackville 
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Fig. 4. Number of Fin whales taken per week at Hawke's 
Harbour and Williamsport, 1945-51. 
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per week at Hawke's Harbour and Williamsport, 
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Fig. 7. Locations of catch of Blue Whales in the recent 
whaling period. 


ee en rs . sod ost ewe 


co parhenenenilas Satmetbitpss u sal , : iohiekiepie 


cd | . ' af eae MipEre 


we shat 
‘gedworin TogRmalif 


: | “ : Bs enema ee (ap e4 4g 


tar gor tle ais atynit 


Pere ; ae Be: war: 


i), Se ah i ull rit 
Pw li MG 


enema eens igs 40 oer ae ae rvir aos 


HUMPBACK WHALES 


CATCHES 1947-49, 195l, 
1958. 


June a 
July x 


August fe) 

September e 

Stations Operating IniI906-14 A 
With Catches- [_]- For Years 
1906,1908-9, 1912-14 


Fig. 8. Humpback Whales: Sites of catch for the early 
whaling period, and locations of catch by months 
from Hawke's Harbour and Williamsport in the 
recent whaling period. 
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